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8 727 HE N I firſt compoſed this Sermon, 
f I had no Thoughts of committing it to 


the Preſs, nor, indeed, for fome Time after I 
had delivered it; but, as I find it has been 
5 miſrepreſe ſented by ſome, and miſtaken by more, 
{ now ſend it abroad to anſwer for itſelf: I 

ſend it forth as my public Teſtimony, and the 

Warld is welcome to treat it as it ſhall think 
proper. I am prepared for the Offence it will 
unavoidably give io ſome People; but, bleſſed 
be God, I am not to be terrified with an hard 
Name. If the bleſſed Jeſus ſhall be pleaſed to 

_ accompany this Diſcourſe with his divine Grace, 
and make it the Inſtrument of convincing any 


one of my Brethren, I ſhall think myſel If * 
rewarded for my Trouble. 
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AC T 8 Chap. xx. latter Part of 


the 20th Verſe. ; 
EI am pure TO” 7he Blood of all Men. 


Nee AP PY Paul, who could make 
I = this Aſſertion! happy are thoſe 
my of his Succeſſors, Who can make 
(& bis Words their own ! May the 
eternal God increaſe their Number! "Theſe 
Words are part of St. Paul's Addreſs to the 
Elders of the Church at Epheſus, when he 
was about to depart from them. His Af- 


fairs would not permit him to go to Epbeſus, 


but, when he was at Miletus, be ſummoned. 

the Elders of the Church to appear be- 
fore him; and, when they were come to 
him, he ſaid unto them, Ye know, from the 


9 2 day that I came into Aſia, fler er man 
B nen 
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(2) 
ner I have been with you, at all Seaſons, ſer- 
ving the Lord with all Humility of Mind, and 
with many Tears and Temptations which befel 
me by the laying in wait of the Jews ; and how 
i Tr back nothing that was profitable unto you, 
but have ſhewed you and have taught you pub- 
licly, and from Houſe to Heuſe, teſtifying both 
to the Fews, and alſo to the Greeks, Refentance 
toward God, and Faith toward our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. And now behold ] go, bound in the 
Spirit, unto Feruſalem, not knowing the Things | 
that ſhall beſal me there, ſave that the Holy 
Ghoſt witneſſeth in every City, ſaying, that 
| Bonds and Ajflietions abide me. But none of 
 theſethings move me, neither count Imy Life dear 
unto myſelf; fo that I might finiſh my Courſe 
With 5% and the Miniſiry which 1 have re- 
ceived of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Gospel of 
the Grace of God. And now, behold, I know © 
that ye all, among whom ] have gone preaching 
the Kingdom of God, ſhall fee my Face no more: 
Wherefore 1 take you to record this Day, that 
Tam pure from the Blood of all Men. The 
Doctrines St. Paul laboured fo earneſtly 
to inculcate, were, Repentance, or Conver- 
fron to God, and Faith in our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt: This was the Commiſſion he had 
received; and, becauſe, by the Grace of 
| God aſſiſting him, he had executed it 
faithfully, recommending it by his own 


Example, and ſparing no Pains to bring 
Souls on their YO to his bleſſed Maſter, 
he 


C197) 


| he therefore declared, that he was as pure from 


the Blood of all Men. 


This Commiſſion every Miniſter of the 


Goſpel is honoured with, and it is incum- 


bent on us to imitate the Apoſtle's Practice, 


that we too may be able to ſay, when we are 


called to give an Account of our Steward- 


ſhip, we are pure from the Blood of all Men. 
We cannot but be ſenſible it will be our 


greateſt Happineſs to be able to make this 
Declaration; and, before we can juſtly de- 


clare this, we muſt have performed, as far 
as in us lies, what is required of us as Mini- 


ſters of Chriſt, and what we have ſolemnly 
promiſed and ſworn to do. 1 


I ſhall; therefore, make it my Buſineſs 
in the following Diſcourſe, to ſet forth the 


great Duties of a Goſpel Miniſter, and then 
to make a ſuitable Application to our- 


ſelves. 


And may the holy and eternal Spirit of 
God e us bis gracious Preſence at 


this Time, may he take all our Hearts into 


his own Poſſeſſion, may he remove all Op- 


poſition and prejudice from our Minds, and 


enable us to attend with Meekneſs on what 
ſhall now be delivered, either out of his 


50 Word « or ene thereto. 
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Firſt then, 1 am to ſet befote you the 
great Duties of a Goſpel Miniſter. . 


And here, my Reverend and Honoured 
Brethren, let me intreat your ſerious and 
candid Attention. 11 I ſpeak plainly, im- 
pute it to a Deſire of diſcharging the Office 
aligned me, and not to 7 Inclination 


SE to cttend. 


"Tis impoſſible to to give a full View 9 the 
miniſterial Duty in the ſmall Compaſs of a 
Diſcourſe: I can only inſtance in a few Par- 
ticulars: And firſt, tis our Duty to Preach, 
not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jetus the Lord. 
The Apoſtle in the Text, declares, that he is 


pure from the Blood of all Men, becauſe 


he had preached Repentance toward God, © 
and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, T heſe 
are the Doctrines we are to preach ; we are 
to tell the People committed to our Charge, 
that they are fallen Creatures, that their Na- 
ture is depraved and corrupt, and that they 

muſt come to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in R- 


pentance and Faith to have that evil Nature 


removed, the whole Scope and Tenor of 


the Scripture runs thus: T hat Man is a fal. 


len Creature, that his Nature is averſe to 


Sd, and that he has no Power to turn 
8 himſelf from Darkneſs unto Light by any 


FW of is own, _ The Scoptures een 


1 Mankind 5 


C47) 


Mankind in a State of Nature, as dark and 


blind; they declare, that nothing can en- 


lighten an unconverted Soul, but the revi- 
ving Rays of Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſ- 


neſs. They give us no Account of the Dig- 
' nity of our Nature, they do not amuſe us 
with a Detail of our moral Excellencies, but 


tell us in plain terms that we are born in 


Sin, that there is none righteous, no not one, 
that we are all by nature gone out of the Way, 
that we are altogether become abominable z 
they tell us alſo, that nothing can raiſe 
us from this diſmal State but the Ope- 
_ rations of the Spirit of God; that of our- 
| ſelves we cannot ſo much as hint a good 


Thought. Theſe Things therefore, we are to 


reach andexhort ; for, till we make our Hear- 
ers {ſenſible of hs Sinfulneſs and Danger, 
we cannot expect they will apply to the Re- 
medy. We are to inform the People com- 
mitted to our Charge, that there is an abſo- 
lute Neceflity for their ſeeing their own Vile- 
neſs, before they can be made Partakers of T 


ans Grace of the Golpel. 


Aſter 9 g convinced Sinners of the Er- 


ror of their Ways, and, by the Bleſſing of 


God on our Miniſtry, induced them to ek 
for Mercy, we are then to point out to them 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the dear Redeemer 
of the World, who died for their Sins, with 


whom there is Mercy, and with whom there 
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is plenteous Redemption; we are to adviſe 
them to beg the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spi- 
rit of God to apply the Merits of this bleſſed 
Redeemer to their Hearts: it is our duty to 
warn Sinners of the Danger they are in, and 
to invite them home to the bleſſed Jeſus, 
through whoſe Merits we are to propoſe to 
them a free Salvation, without their own. 
» Merits or Deſerving. 


Amuſing our Hearers with Schemes of 
our own, with Syſtems of natural Religion, 
which never had any Exiſtence but in Idea, 
is not preaching Jeſus Chriſt; wrapping 


them up in the Conceit of their own Abi- 


ities is diametrically oppoſite to the Goſpel, 
al nd the greateſt Injury we can 3 do 
1 bt 


- ” Js as the People are not to be ha- 
rangued on the Dignity of their Nature, ſo 
neither ought they to be told that their own 
Works can plead their Cauſe with God, or 
that they have the leaſt Hand in their Juſti- 
_ fication. It is our Duty (if we would be 
faithful to our Truſt) to inform them, that 
they muſt come to Chriſt as Sinners, ownin 
their Inſufficiency, and aſcribe to him the 


- whole Glory of their Salvation. 


We are told in Scripture, that be Heart 
of Man is only evil continually; that God 
: bath 


= BJ 

hath concluded all under $in; and with re- 
- gard to our Recovery by Jeſus Chriſt, we 
are told, there is no other Name under Hea- 
ven given among Men, whereby they can be 
faved, but only the Name of our Lord Feſus 
. Chriſt: Therefore, being juſtified by Faith, 
ave have Peace with God, through our Lord k 
Jeſus Chriſt. By Grace are ye ſaved through 1 
Faith, and that not of yourſelves; it is the iN 
| Gift of God, not of Works, bei any. Man | 
ſhould boaſt. Theſe texts, with many 1 


others which might be produced, ſuffici- 4 
_ ently prove, that Mankind by Nature are 9 
in a State of Separation from God, and that 4 
their Salvation is entirely owing to the Lord "| 
Jeſus Chriſt, without their Works or Pr-= Ii 
| formances. | BY 
As 1 have the Authority of the Bible, 1 48 
have alſo the Authority of our own Church, 1 
which, Itruſt, I ſhall always honour and 4 | 
revere next to the Word of God, 3 
In her ninth * intitled, of Origi- -- > 


nal or Birth Sin, ſhe declares, «© That Man 
« 1s very far gone from original Righteouſ- 
© neſs, and is of his own. Nature inclined to 
Evil, fo that the Fleſh luſteth always con- 
< trary tothe Spirit, and therefore in every 
e Perſon born into the World it deſerveth 
« God 8 Wrath and Damnation. PEO 


This 
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This is our Church 8 Syſtem of N 
Religion. A 


© In ber tenth Article of Free-Mill, ſhe tells 
us her Opinion of moral Agency, ſo much 
| contended tor of late. 


. The Condition of Man after «ks Fall 
10 of Adam is ſuch, that he cannot turn and. 
ee prepare himſelf, by his own natural 
Strength and good Works, to Faith, and 
ee calling upon God; wherefore we have 
cc no Power to do good Works pleafing 
* and acceptable to God, without the 
e Grace of God by Chriſt preventing us, 
« that we may have a good Will, and 


cc working _ us when e have that good 
= Will. „ 


And chat Juſtification by F aich alone is 
the Doctrine of the Church of England, ſhe 
convinces us in her eleyenth Article of the 


Ins on g Man. 


e We are accounted righteous before 
* God only for the Merits of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, through Faith, 

ce and not for our own Works or Deſer- 
© vings; wherefore, that we are juſtified by 
« Faith only is a moſt wholſom Doctrine, 
3 * and very full of Comſart, as more largely 
3 «is 


(9) 
« js expreſſed in the Homily of Juſtifica- 


TY tion. 


1 Wan refer thoſe who are deſirous of 


farther Evidence, to the excellent Homilies 


of our Church, where they will find theſe 
great Truths frequently and ſtrongly incul- 


cated; more eſpecially in the firſt Homily 


on Faſting, in the two Sermons on Salvation 
by Chriſt, and in the firſt Homily on good 


Works annexed to Faith: Thele Evidences 


ought to be admitted by us as ſtrong Proofs, 
becauſe we have all ſubſcribed, and ſo- 


lemnly engaged to abide by them. 


| We ſee, then, that preaching Juſtifica- 
tion by Works is no Part of a Miniſter's 
Duty. I mean not to decry a Life of Piety 
and "Holineſs, God forbid; I mean, (as I 
am taught by our own Church) that we 
are juſtified by the free Grace of God in 


Chriſt Jeſus. Faith is the Inſtrument by 
which this Juſtification is applied to the 
Soul, and Works are the Fruit and Sign of 
the Genuineneſs of our Faith. It is plain, 
Works can have no Hand in our Juſtifica- 
tion; becauſe we are expreſsly told, that of 


"tives we can do no good Works. We 


cannot be juſtified by Works, becauſe we 


can do no good Works till we are juſtified. 


They are the Fruit of the Spirit of God 
ne in the Hearts of all his People, 
2 80 inclining- | 


MM 


E 
inclining them both to will and do of bis 
gcod Pleaſure. This we are told in the 
twelfth Article, that good Works are the 
Fruits of Faith, and do follow after (not go 
before) they follow after Juſtication ; and 
even then they cannot endure the Severity of 
God's Judgment; yet, being the Conſe- 
quence of juſtifying Faith, Hey are pleaſing 
and acceptable to God. But then I would 
obſerve, that by Faith I do not mean a 
bare belief, (the Devils have this) but a 
Principle wrought in the Soul by the Holy 
Spirit of God enabling the Sinner to ſee his 
Sins pardoned, and leading him into all 


Holineſs of Heart and Life. 


a © Support of this, I appeal to the Ho- 
 mily on Eaſter-Day, and to the Sermons on 
T the Sacraments. 


Works then are the Conſequence of a 
| juſtifying Faith; and, for a Miniſter to 


preach up Works to a Congregation who 


have experienced nothing of the Love of 
Jeſus on their Souls, is full as abſurd as 
to begin to build at the N without 
. layin 8 the Foundation. 


But a late Apologiſt for the Clerg Ty hath 


told us, (what, I am ſure, I ſhould never 


have dreamed of) that we are to take it for 
; granted, that all our Hearers are fincere Be- 
| lievers 


( 1 
lr vers in Jeſus Chriſt. Now, for my Part, 
I cannot take this for granted. I heartily 
wiſh that one in fifty was a ſincere Believer. 
Believe they may, as the Devils do, but 
this is not Faith. I can look upon no Man 
to be a ſincere Believer in Jeſus, but one 
whoſe Heart is changed, who has felt the 
Weight of Sin, and has experienced, or, at 
leaſt, is deſirous of experiencing the Pardon 
of God to his Soul: But I cannot look on 
thoſe to be ſincere Believers, who, though 
they make an outward Profeſſion, have ne- 
ver felt the Power of the Goſpel in their 
Hearts, nor ſhew the Fruits of it in their 

Lives and Converſations; for, as our 12th 
Article Expreſſes, By theſe Works a lively 
Faith is as cleatly dal ferne, as a Tree 14 
Enoton by its Fruits. 


5 Theſe, my Brethren, are the Doctrines 
we are bound to preach: This, namely, 
free Salvation by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is 
the Doctrine poor Sinners want, and what 
they will gladly flock to hear. Theſe Doc- 
trines it is our Duty to preach with all Di- 
ligence; we are to propoſe them to our 
People, whether they will hear or whether 
they will forbear. We are not to fear the 
Face of Man: We muſt expect Oppoſition 
from the Men of this World, if we preach 
the Goſpel in Sincerity. Our Maſter him 
ſelf 8 Offence, his Apoſties gave Of- 
„„ fence 


( 12 ) 
fence, and all his Miniſters, who have da- 
red to preach free Salvation by his Name, 
have always given Offence. - But, notwith- 
{ſtanding the Oppoſition we are ture to meet 
with from carnal Men, we muſt refolve to 
go on, and preach the Word with all Boldneſs. 
If we fear the Face of Man, we can never 
perform what is required of us. We muſt 


fear no Man's Perſon, but declare. unto all 


the whole Counſel of God, whether "my will 
hear or whether they will forbear. 4 | 


But in order to ſpeak the Word with 
Power, we muſt. experience, or, at leaſt, 
deſire to experience theſe T hings in our 
own Hearts, When the Word goes from 
the Heart it will always reach the Heart. 


Oh! how powerful will the Goſpel of Jeſus 


prevail over all Oppoſition, when it comes 
from the Heart of the Preacher. 


Again, 7 we defire the Word ſpoken by 
ws ſhould take Effect, we mult be n/tant in 
Seaſon and out of Seaſon. We muſt omit 
no Opportunity of inviting Sinners to God, 

ve muſt make it our Meat and Drink to do 


the Will of him that ſent us. The Miniſter 


of Chrilt is always in his Element when he 
is inviting Sinners to return to his bleſſed 
Maſter. Converting Souls, and not lording 
it over Gat's Heritage, is the Duty of a 
Z Chriſtian Preacher; and, indecd, if our 

7 ha own 
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own Hearts are ſprinkled with the Bleod of 
Jeſus, we ſhail deſire nothing ſo earneſtly 
as to feed the Flock of God with the ſincere 
Milk of the Word; we ſhall not want to 
baſk in the Dignities and Perferments of 
the Church, but ſhall be willing to ſpend 
and be ſpent in our bleſſed Maſter's Service; 
we ſhall not think we have diſcharged our 
Duty by having performed a few outward 1 
Services, but ſhall ever be employed in our Wl 
Maſter's Buſineſs. And if we are not thus 
employed we are none of his Servants. We 10 
may bear his Name, it is true, but, unleſss 
we are diligent to publiſh the glad 7 dings of | 
Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, we are Baſtards, 5 
and not Sons; we may profeſs to ſerve God, 19 
but we are all the while ſerving © our ] 0 


Os 


Once more. TE is our :ndiſpenſable Date : 
to recommend our Doctrine by our Lives 
and Converſations. Whatever may have 
been our Practice before we were converted, 
being once perſuaded of the Truths of the 
| Goſpel, we are bound to embrace them, 
and become Patterns to our Flock n all 


Foes 2 of Carver ati on. 


Thus have I pointed out a few of the 0 
Duties required of a Goſpel Miniſter; and 0 
00 is ſufficient for theſe things? No one, 
in his own Schengen, none but ſuch as are 14 


aſſiſted 


* 
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aſſiſted by the good Spirit of God. Our 
Office, my Brethren, requires great Things 
of us; and we have preat Reaſon to beg 
God's Directions, that we may be able to 
_ diſcharge it aright. This brings me, as I 

propoſed, to apply what has been ſaid to 
Ourſelves. 


And now, my Brethren, are we pure 
from the Blood of all Men? Let us lay our 
Hands on our Hearts, and aſk ourſelves the 
Queſtion; and may the eternal God, in 
whoſe Preſence we are, enable us to anſwer 
aright! Do we preach free Salvation by 
Chriſt Jeſus, or do we preach for Doctrines 
the Commandments of Men ? We have all 
 folemnly engaged to preach free Salvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt, without Man's Merits or 
| Deſervings. I would lay a greater Streſs 
upon this, becauſe this Doctrine is grown 
into great Diſrepute of late; and ſome Men 
are not only contented to neglect theſe great 
Truths, but have the Aſſurance to brand 
them with Enthuſiaſm. How they can re- 
concile this with their Oaths and Subſcrip- 
tions they are to determine; reconcile it to 


I the Word of God they cannot. 


"Tis a general Cooplaine that our Chur- 
ches are leſs frequented than they uſed for- 
merly to be, and that a Degeneracy of Man- 
ners univerſally prevails, Now v 1 may ven- 

TS | ture 


(15) 
ture to affirm, that the moral preaching, ſo 
much in vogue, is the Cauſe of all this. In 
ſhort, we have preached Morality ſo long, 
that we have hardly any Morality left; and 
this moral Preaching has made our People | 
to very immoral, that there are no Lengths 
of Wickedneſs which they are afraid of run- 
ning into. And how ſhould it be other- 
wiſe? We have forſaken the Chriſtian Doc- 
trines, he Fountain of living Waters, and 
have hewed to ourſelves broken Ciſterns which 
w1ll hold no Water. 


Juſtification by Chriſt alone, as I have 
already obſerved, is the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel and of our own Church, and never, 
till within a Century ago, had thoſe who 


call themſelves Miniſters the Fe ace to con- 
tradict i it. 


Preaching Works aroſe from hence: In 
the grand Rebellion, when Religion was 
made a ſtalking horſe to ſerve the blackeſt 
and moſt diabolical Purpoſes, many Perſons 
concerned in it perverted the Chriſtian Doc- 
trine of Juſtification by Faith, and aſſerted, 
that believing only in the Name of Jeſus 
would entitle them to eternal Joys. This 
was down right Antinomianiſm. Some 
faithful Miniſters thought it their Duty to 
ſtem this Torrent of Iniquity, and to de- 
Clare 1 in all their Diſcourles, that that could 


be 


„ 
be no true Faith in Chriſt which was un- 
attended with its proper Fruits. This Me- 


thod of Preaching was ſoon abuſed, and, 


at laſt, paved the Way for the preient Me- 


thod of preaching Juſtification by Works; 
and ſo, in order to avoid Antinomianitm, 
we are at laſt run into rank Arminianiſin; 


and I am ſorry to ſay, the Arminian Doc- 


tine of Juſtification by Works has too long 
prevailed among us, and it is high Time it 
ſhould be exploded. I am ſure it is counter- 
feit Divinity, and will never paſs current in 
the Court of Heaven. It has indeed been a 
long Time eſtabliſhed among us, and the 
learned Dr. Edwards, in the ſecond Volume 


of his Preacher, complains of it. His Words 


are theſe: « That there is a great Declen- 
© « fon from the primitive Truths is too 


ce manifeſt to be concealed; yea, and the 


ee Perſons concerned do not defire it ſhould 


ce be concealed; for they proclaim it to 


the World, and therefore they cannot 


complain that I have done them any 


« Wrong. The Writings and Diſcourſes 


ce of our Divines bear Witneſs daily, that 


the Arminian Points are their Delight, 
and theſe they are continually cultivating 
c and bringing to Perfection. Remon- 
d ſtrantiſm is eſpouſed by our Chiefs, it 
e appears in a Canonical Habit, it is voted 
to be orthodox, and it even paſſes for 


40 the Articles of our Church. Nothing 


* * wall 
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Ws « will go down with the Bulk of our Clergy 
0 but this. All other Doctrines are eſteem- 
ed by them as a religious and better Sort 
tc of Canting and Gibberiſh: and yet, by 
the Way, it is obtervable, what good 
cc Company theſe Gentlemen keep, Pela- 


© gians, HFapiſis and Socinians; theſe, all 


* along in their ſeveral Tenets, are their 
« Aſſociates, their Comrades; and their 
« Friends, whom yet at other Times, they 


ce pretend to diſlike, and hold no Corre- 
* ſpondence With, yea, they ſeem to ſhew 


tea great Antipathy againſt them; but, it 
« ſeems, they can unite very. peaceably i in 
ce their Doctrines, which I with may not be 

c Preſage and Forerunner of their joining 
< together in more. God grant that the 
« Perſons who are moſt concerned in this 
« Diſcourſe may ſeriouſly confider what 1 
ec have faid before it be too late.” Thus 


far this our and good Divine. 


If we believe the Soriptiings, if we pay 
the leaſt regard to our own Church, if we 
attend to the Words already quoted, we 
muſt be ſenſible, that preaching Juſtifica- 
tion by Works is indeed an unchriſtian 
and a moſt damnable Doctrine; in ſhort, 
it is down right Popery. Juſtification by 
Works is not the Proteſtant but 5 | 
of Doctrine. 


— 


ir 
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If we neglect to preach the Doctrine of 
Salvation by Chriſt alone, without mincing 
the Matter, we are guilty of Perjury. Thoſe 
who make a Conſcience of their Oaths and 
Subſcriptions will not be offended at this 


Plainneſs of Speech: Thoſe who do not 


ought to be told of it; and, 1 Pray, God 


convert them. 5 


= I obſerved vals,” that this Doctrine has 
been branded with the Name of Enthuſiaſm. 

I ſhall convine you of the abſurdity of this 
Notion in che Words of the Dine above- 
mentioned: 


1 Conſider how cnpeaforable it is to cry 
ce out againſt new Lights, to profeſs our 
« Diſlike of Innovations, to condemn the 
e giddy SeGaries for turning about with 
c every Wind of Doctrine, and yet to be 

< really guilty of this ourſelves. Armini- 

© aniſm is a new Scheme of Religion, 
« which defaces the antient Portraiture we 
had of the divine Nature and Attributes; 
it is a new Faſhion, and Mode of Divi- 
« nity; and yet we boaſt that our Faith is 
te immoveable, that we ſtand faſt and keep 


our Ground, and are fixed on our Cen- 
er, whilſt others fly off from it, and de- 


« ſcribe a very vagrant Circumference. . 
6 Our Churchmen generally talk of Anti- 
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t quity, and what fine Things there were 
6c of old in the primitive Times, and they 
te are diſpleaſed with thoſe that ſhew any 
_ « Diſlike to them: But how ſelf-condemn- 
ed are they whilſt they revolt from ſome 
of the antient Doctrines of the Apoſtles 
v and primitive Chriſtians, from the Per- 
dc ſuaſion of all the Prelates and Divines 
of our Church that were our Predeceſſors 
c ſince the Reformation, and from the De- 

s termination of the firſt reformed Churches 
abroad. Where then is our Stability, 

« where then is our Immoveableneſs, where 

cc is Our Abhorrence of Innovations?? 


1 hope I have now given ſufficient po | 
for what I have advanced, viz. that it is 
dur indiſpenſiable Duty to preach the plain 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, without the en- 
ticing Words of Man's Wiſdom. Let us 
therefore aſk ourſelves, Do we make a 
' Conſcience of theſe Things? do we, in 
ſhort, make a Conſcience of our Profeſſion ? 
do we make it our Study in every Thing to 


approve out ſelves unto God, and to fave the 


Souls committed to us?—God forgive us 
all, for here, I am ſure, we are greatly 
deficient. O! let us implore the Spirit of 
| God, left by any Means, after wwe have 
= preached to others, we ourſelves ſhould became 


a . 


D 2 Again, 


— 


Again, Are we half 8 eager to hunt for 
Souls as we are to hunt aiter Preferment? 
And here what a mean and ſcandalous 
Thing it is for thote who are honoured with 
a Commiſſion from God, and who are to 
ſtand between him and his People, to be 
dangling at the heels of a Man in Power 
for a little paltry Promotion. And tor this 
Realon the Word ot the Lord by the Pro- 
phet is come upon us, Therefore have I alſo 
made Jour contemptibie and baſe befere all the 


Pecple. And are we not become baſe 


and co. temptible before the People, by de- 
parting from the Commandment given unto us, 
and by running after the Error of Balaam 
for Reward? Is not that other Prophecy 
fulfilled upon us, The Heads thereof judge fur 
| Reward, and the Prieſts thereof teach fer 
Hire, and the Prophets Pry nne for Mo- 
75 5 


But, to conclude; let us, my Brethren, 
for God's ſake, 77 the poor Soul's ſake 
committed to our Charge, reſolve, by his 
Grace, to preach Jeſus Chriſt, and him cru- 
rified ; let us remember what a ſolemn Ac- 
count we muſt one Day make. If we do 
not preach the Goſpel in Sincerity, how 
can we appear at God's tremendous Bar? 
What can we fay to thoſe poor Souls who. 
Pall be deluded * our an and pernicious 
1 
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Poctrines, if ey periſh through our Ne- 
glect? They will juſtly ſay unto us in the 
Preſence of Men and Angels, We lay our 

Damnation at your Door, ye phariſaical 
Teachers who have withholden from us the 
good Word of Life ; you never told us of the 
be we were in; you amuſed us with 
a Detail of our fancied Perfections, and ne- 
ver ſhewed us the Way to a crucified Re- 


deemer. They indeed hall die in their Ini- 


quities, but their Blood will God require at our 
Hands. : 


This, ſurely if we believe any Thing, 
unleſs we only make a Trade of our Profeſ- 


ſion, this, ſurely, is enough to make the 
ſtouteſt of us tremble. 


Thus hag I gone 3 with wha F 
propoſed. Whether I have ſaid enough to 


move you 1 know not; ſure I am, I have 


_ faid enough to territy myſelf, and to ſtand 
abaſhed and confounded before the Face of 
God. Prudence, indeed, might have dicta- 


ted to me not to have ſpoken ſo plainly, for 


ſtruction?— 


fear of giving Offence; but, if J ſhould be 
Afraid of ſpeaking the Fruth, good God! 
what greater Cauſe have thoſe to fear who 
falſify their Oaths, betray their Maſter, and 
lead Millions of Souls into everlaſting De- 
Lord Jeſus remove the Veil 
e from 
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For their Hearts, and convince them of 
their Danger before it be too late 


Ons Word to the Congregation, and 3 
| have done. 


Ton have heard, my Brethren, with what 
F reedom I have addreſſed thoſe of my own 
Profeſſion, bear then with the ſame Plain- 
; neſs to yourſelves. Remember to eſteem 
aand honour thoſe who labour among you 
[ in the Word of God and Doctrine. You ſee 
what great Things are required of us. It is 
our Duty to pray for us, that we faint not. IIe 
have a Treaſure committed to us, tis true, but 
we have it in earthen Veſſels. Remember this, 
and pity our Infirmites, conſidering that we 
alſo are Men, ſubje& to like Paſſions with 
yourſelves. Many of you are glad of an 
Opportunity to revile the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, pay no Regard to their Admoni- 
tions, but deſpiſe their Counſel ; but you 
Will do well to remember, that whoever 
 deſpiſeth us deſpiſeth him that ſent us. I ſhall 
nc deſire all here preſent to join their 
Hearts with mine in ſolemn Prayer to God 
for his Bleſſing on the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel; which we may do in the Words 
of our own Church in her Ordination Ser- 
vice. | 


— ———— Dogs — 


« Almighty 


* 
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& Almighty God and moſt merciful Fa- 


te ther, who, of thine infinite Goodneſs, 
« haſt given thine only and dearly beloved 
« Son Jeſus Chriſt to be our Redeemer, 
« and the Author of everlaſting Life, who, 


c after that he had made perfect our Re- 


* demption by his Death, and was aſcen- 


« ded into Heaven, poured down his Gifts 
e abundantly upon Men, making ſome A. 
e pgſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeli/ts, 

e ſome Paſtors and Doctors, to the edifying 


te and making perfect his Church; grant, 


ec ve beſeech thee, to us thy faithful Ser- 
« vants, Grace, that we may be evermore 
« ready to ſpread abroad thy Goſpel, the 
glad Tidings of Reconciliation with thee, 
« and uſe the Authority given us, not to 
C Deſtruction but to Salvation, not to hurt 
« but to help; ſo that, as wiſe and faithfus 
* Servants, giving to thy Family their Por- 
c fron in due Seaſon, we may at laſt be re- 
* ceived into everlaſting Joy, through Jeſus 
„ Chriſt our Lord, who, with Thee and the 
Holy Ghoſt, liveth and reigneth ever one 
„God, World without End. Amen.” 
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